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Following the regional forums and fono, the Taskforce set about documenting all the feedback and distributing it to all the attendees. These conversations can be found on Feedback
The process for getting people to the National Forum had problems. Unfortunately many who were selected could not attend because they did not have the finances for their travel and accommodation. Many thanks to the organisations who supported some of those people financially. The funding arrangements in those cases worked against a number of smaller organisations and it was great that some larger organisations came to their assistance in the true spirit of our Sector.
National Forum
The Community-Government National Forum was attended by 150 people. Following the powhiri, day one concentrated on preparing the messages that would be delivered to the Government Ministers the next day. Those messages can be found on the OCVS website Day 1
On day two 13 Ministers spent time sitting in caucuses listening to Tangata Whenua, Community & Voluntary Sector. A record of those conversations can be found in Day 2. Many of the Ministers invited members of the Sector to meet with them and continue the conversations.
The Sector agreed on the following at the closure of the Forum:

1. The need for an independent-from-government, sector-led, government-funded group representing the sector, and this be based on The Tiriti/Treaty Relationships Framework.
2. The way forward for the sector needs to operate locally, regionally and nationally.

3. There is a need for a sector-led review, with government, of all funding relationships with the sector

4. The way forward builds on all of the existing developments such as the Tangata Whenua, Community & Voluntary Sector Research Centre of Excellence, the Clearing House, COmVOiceS etc
5. To provide continuity, ANGOA be asked to facilitate discussions on interim and transitional arrangements with the Community Sector Taskforce towards the independent body in dialogue with the sector.



Future Direction
The Taskforce has set about the task of developing the next steps in the process to implement the five agreements from the Forum. A Kaitiaki Group will be set up by the Taskforce. It will consist of members from each sub-sector, regions and representatives from National Organisations and Umbrella Groups. This group will be responsible for mapping the vision and the future of the Tangata Whenua, Community & Voluntary Sector leadership group and will operate under a Tiriti/Treaty relationships framework.
It is hoped that once the group is formed that an initial kanohi ki te kanohi meeting will be held to develop relationships and work through the dynamics of operating with such a diverse group. Most of the work thereafter will be performed on a virtual basis (via On-Line Discussion Groups) until the whole of the Sector can come together to mandate the newly formed body.
Unfortunately at this point the work being undertaken is being carried out on a voluntary basis because the government has not made up its mind on the issue of ongoing funding for the Taskforce. The OCVS has supported the process of transitional funding to the level which covers the expenses of reporting on the 2006/7 contract but little else.
We are not distracted by this situation and in the spirit of the Forum Agreements, we will make contact with Tangata Whenua and Tangata Tiriti caucuses to seek input into how the Kaitiaki Group should be established. There is a need to involve the Reference Groups and other National Organisations and Umbrella Groups and invite their participation. We will also work on a process to determine the regional membership of the Kaitiaki Group.
Developing a comprehensive view of the way forward for the Sector based on the “five agreements” is the primary task for us all. See our press releases of 30 June and 19 July 2007. Media Release
As we are entering a “virtual” phase at this point in our development we rely on you to engage electronically so we can move forward.
When we have a sector–endorsed view agreed, we will seek funding from government and also non-government sources.
Watch this space and the website - http://www.cst.org.nz/
Let’s engage!
Any queries, contact Iris Pahau at communitysectortaskforce@paradise.net.nz
Further information at http://www.cst.org.nz/
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Please forward on to all your networks. If they wish to be on the emailing list, please forward contact details to Iris Pahau @ ipahau@paradise.net.nz.
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